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REPORT OF T CIVIL ALRONAUTICS BOARD
on the
Investigation of a Mid-A1xr Collision Between Two
Local Instructzon Flights

L mid-air collision which occurrsd approximately 5 miles south of
the llew Castle Airport, New Castle, Pennsylvania, about 4:20 p.m. on
Februery 17, 1944, resulted in fatal injuries to Instructor James Hugh
Pardee and his student, Glenn Denming, Jr., in Piper J3F-65, NC 38371.
Instructor Joseph Warren MeClure and his student, Thomas Francis lfcCann,
in Pipsr J3F-65, NC 38236, escaped injury. BRBoth instructors held com-
mercial pilot certificates vath flight instructor ratings. Pardee had
flown about 976, and UeClure approximetely 1675 solo hours. Students
enning and MeCann vere Viar Training Service naval elementary trainees.
3oth 2ircraft were ovmed by Findley C. Walson. NC 38371 was demolished
and NC 38350 received major damage.

Pardee and Denning took off from the New Castle Airport in Piper
NG 38371 al approxamately 4:00 p.m. for the purpose of giving Denring 0is
[inal echecl. flight in the elementary course. Just a few minutes earlier
Insiructor jcClure and Trainee HcCamn had taken off from the saume airport
n Piper NG 38256 to flight check ifcCann. The occupants of btoth planes
were equipped with parachutes and the insbructors were occupyving the front
seats. According to Instructor McClure, he and nis student flew the regu-
lar traffic pattern and proceeded to a practice area atout five miles south
of the airport at an altitude of approximately 1000 feet, then let dowm to
700 feet and had been practicang a sequence of low altitude mensuvers for
& period of zbout 15 manutes. Thils heading in & north-northeasterly darec-
tion, passing through an interscciion of two crossroads preparatory 1o
startang a faigure eight maneuver, thear loft wang tap colladed with the
left wing of Pardes's plane, vhich vwas hcading in the opposite direchbion.
ieCiure rrmediatel; took over the controls oand moncuversd Mas plane to a
safe landing in a fi1eld about one mile from tha scene of the collision.
The other plane went out of control and spun into the ground at a stecp
angle.

biarks on both aircrafi indicated thot Lhe tline flom by Pardes and
Demmang vas descending vhen 1ts left waing tip sirick the left wnng of the
cther aircraft along a point approximately Lhres Iceu inboard from the tip.
Both spars of the left wing of Pardee's plane vier- froctured at a point op-
proxamately midwey inboard of the wang pancl, rencering lateral control in-
cffectoive.

It seens inconceiveble that botn planes had boen flying in the same
ared for a period of about 15 wirutes vithout the cccupants cbserving @aca
other, even 1f they were at diffcrent altitudes, and 11lustrates th: care—
lessness and lock of vigrlance instructors and shtudents arc ot to >ivbat

wita the fellang tht when they are assigned to a cortcin are. the ¢ 1t
to tr.iselves, Instructor [leClure steted thet he remerbered 1ol -load
whilc {lying cover the crossroads intersection but that ac was » .20 & aolcs

and sketches of errors by th. troinec oad his attontzon was mowcnterily
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diverted. Both he and his student stated tant they did net sce the other
plane prior to the collision.

It was custemary at this operation vhen flight-checking a student
to let him use the sarme area he had used for practiecc, ond, since Loth
trainees had been assigned to the same instructor, both were automatze~
ally assignad te, ond had been using, the same practice arca., Thc in-
structors had not prearranged their flights and apparently nexther hed
any previous knowlcedge that the othcr was going to use the same prasiic
arez, as they were not awarc that the trainees to bo checked were
students of th:z camc instrucior.

Since this accident the opcrator has taken the followang corrcctive
actions No check flights will be given in the arca assigned to tha
trainee's insiructor, unless previous verbal arrongements have boen mide
between the check prlot and other pirsons using the crea. If such ar-
rangenents ore not mede, the cheek rade will be given in som> othor orca
wWhaich 15 not 1n usc,

Thile lack of attention to the mettcr of assignang procticc oreas
w2s a contributing condition, ihe probablye cousz of this necidont wes

lock of vigilance of the occumantis of Loth aircraft.

BY TH® BOARD

/s/ Tred a. Toombs
Scerotary




